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small man on the land by creating primary producers'
associations and pools to market agrarian products, and thus
gave farmers, in contrast to wool growers, a concern for the
success of its regime. In other states, also, as occasion
dictated, it has played for the vote of the primary producer,
and the official platform of the Commonwealth party lists
many policies favoured by the agrarian interest. Its con-
sistent attack since the nineties on large estates assisted the
farmer in his struggle with the wealthy pastoralist, and won
it his support. A fluctuating portion of the Australian urban
middle class, white-collar workers and shopkeepers, also gives
Labour fitful aid, and helps to create that floating vote which
petulantly shifts back and forth between the major parties
and usually tips the scales in a general election. To them
John Curtin appealed in his claim that "Labour is not a
class movement; the Party belongs to the whole people."
Most of these electors support Labour for reasons other than
its socialist aspiration. They may approve of its protection-
ism, its guardianship of democracy, its attitude towards
defence, its interest in social insurance, but they would not
place it in power if they were convinced that it was determined
to transform suddenly the present social order into something
drastically different. The leaders of Labour accept this fact,
and steer a course designed not to alienate their middle class
auxiliaries; they recognize that the trade unionists alone
cannot place the party in office.
A significant feature of Labour is the aid long derived
from the Roman Catholic Church, which has adherents
mainly among the Irish working classes, who in considerable
numbers migrated to Australia in the nineteenth century.
The Irish worker was attracted to Labour not merely because
of its social promises, but because its leaders, as exponents of
an ardent nationalism, were prompt to support the nationalist
claims of Ireland. In many cases members of the hierarchy
have vehemently supported the party; in some instances they
have determined its fortunes. In the conscription campaigns
conducted by William Hughes during the First World War,
Dr. Mannix, Archbishop of Melbourne and a zealous Irish
Nationalist, bitterly fought conscription, and thus aided that